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ANY weird and wonderful tales
M are told about the remarkable
pravery and tenacity of the dogs in
those encounters. If the stories are
only half true, it is no wonder that
the bulldog of the present day is so
courageous. Ile surely comes hon-
estly by this attribate.
But to come back
to the reason for the
peculiar make-up of
this breed, we might
as well start with the
nose. This is re-
quired to he laid
back. That is, in-
stead of the nostrils
being perpendicular
or facing f()r“rar(]’
they should be rath-
er horizontal and
fa.ce Upward, the tip
being se( back deep-
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BULL BAITING IN MERRIE ENGLAND

Prior to 1773 this sport was one of Encsland’s recognized
amusements. In that year it was legislated against
more or less privately until 1836, to the great de

while he still retains his grip on the
bull’s nose,
peculiarity.

Another point in which the bulldog
differs from any other animal is in the
placement of shoulders. These are on
the the body, the trunk
swinging between them. The strange
formation was desired so that the do
could crouch low on the ground, and
so prevent the bull from goring him
with its horns.

Another reason for the formation
was when the bull was whirling the
dog around and brought him down to
the ground, instead of the dog landing
on his feet, which undoubtedly would
have broken the dog's legs, he struck
the earth on his chest or brisket. The
brisket, or underneath part of the
front of the dog’s body, was required

No other animal has this

outside of

A DOG FIGHT IN YE OLDEN DAYS

Like bull baiting, there was a time when the bulldog was used in the pit.
His great courage and tenacity made him a popular favorite with all who fol-

lowed the brutal sport
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In other words, there should be

CYyes,

great muscular development of the
JAWS, a necessary requirement if a dog

was to successfully hang onto a bull.

ASK('].L very large, measuring in
circumference equal to the height
of the dog at the shoulders, is called
for by the standard, A wise provision,
as the dog had to be clever if he was
to take care of himself under the ter-
rible circumstances in  which his
kind (?) master placed him. Prob-
ably the most necessary part of the
whole dog for throwing the bull was
the most unusual formation of the
jaws. The underjaw had to be longer
than the upper jaw and curve up and in
front of the upper lip. This made pos-
sible the vise-like grip for which the
breed is famous—
the grip that made
him a winner in his
encounters with an
animal possibly forty
times his weight.
This is another pe-
culiarity not shared
by any other animal.

That is the reason
why this wonderful,
courageous, faithful
little beast was bred
on such- grotesque
and ugly lines. It
was done so that he
might amuse his
more inte'lligent, but
more hrutal, compan-
ion and master,

- (Cont. on page 13+)
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lutely no danger. Instead of o .
the child’s hand, as might bé zia‘::bm
and which would happen in ti]g.(:ted
of other breeds, this terribly “?:;Se
looking beast, descended from d‘f;,(}:‘
that would tackle a bull, a bear or thS
a lion, will most likely lick the chil:l:‘n
hand. b
And yet with all these most com-
mendable characteristics, the breed does
not seem to be as popular in this coun.
try, at least in and around the larger
cities of the East, such as New Yot;-k
Boston, and Philadelphia, as it was
twenty years ago. The reason for the
falling off in popularity is often asked.
he answer is simply that styles in

dogs cl_uluge the same as styvles in
everything else.
Another reason is that the breed

does not get the press notoriety that it
enjoyed twenty years ago. In those
days Richard Croker, Jr., son of the
then Dboss of Tammany Hall, had a
large kennel of this breed which he
exhibited at the principal shows. A
(Continued on page 135)
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" George J. Gould, Mr. Holbrook, Pres;.

dent of the Gotham Company: The

Earles, proprietors of a well-known
hotel in the Tend_erlou}, and many
other well-known men vied with each
other for the trophies. cups and ribbons
at the shows with their bulldogs : so
this breed was the vogue.

The condition of the breed in those
days was not a healthy one. All the
dogs shown by these rich fanciers were
imported ones. Nobody was breeding
any good specimens, because the pace
.was too hot for home-bred stock.
Every important show had a recently
imported celebrity, and the prices paid
for these flyers knew no limit. This
could not last, as only moneyed people
could be in the running : and even this
class tired of paying a large price for
a dog to win once and then to be beaten
by a later importation.

One after another of these so-called
fanciers quit. With their passing, the
great advertisement that the breed had
enjoyed stopped, and naturally the
breed lost its ascendancy. It was
superseded by the collie, which breed
was to have its day because the late
J. Pierpont Morgan, Samuel Unter-
myer and some other wealthy patrons
of that breed began the same game of
importing to win. :

The bulldog breed of to-day is on a
much firmer foundation. Instead of
the wealthy exhibitors that we had in
the past, we have real breeders who
are producing a wonderful lot of
American-bred dogs. These dogs are
quite the equal of the imported won-
ders of twenty vears ago. ‘Instead of
all the bulldogs in the country being
centered in the very large cities of the
East, many are now located in the
Middle West and on the Pacific coast.
In the last few years the breed has
taken quite a spurt., and I believe it
will soon be as popular and as numer-
ous as it was in the past.

Whether or not this dog will ever
regain its former lead as a show ex-
hibit, it is hard to say. But just as
long as man needs a brave, faithful
and dependable pal or pet, this won-
derful breed will have its friends—
warm, true and loyal friends of a
really splendid dog. And those friends
will never think that a bulldog is ugly

oking—rather, that he is a perfect




